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1 301 November 11, 1898 

CtTBA. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, October 28, 1898. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, October 27, 1898 : 

Yellow fever. — All of the deaths from yellow fever occurred in the 
military hospitals. I have not been able to obtain the mortality statis- 
tics of the two military hospitals at Regla since my return, and there is 
every evidence of a high mortality, for as these hospitals formerly 
showed a high death rate from yellow fever, and they are now filled 
with troops, it is reasonable to suppose there are many deaths occuring 
in them from the disease. 

Malarial fevers. — lean not refrain from advocating and urging an 
investigation of the malarial fevers that have caused a mortality of 
over 300 deaths since October 1. 

The records of this office do not show such a death rate from malarial 
fevers during any previous years, and in view of the fact that American 
troops will soon be stationed in and around this city, it is most impor- 
tant that these fevers be specially investigated and, if true malarial 
fevers, the causes be ascertained and removed which have produced 
them so much more extensively than in other years and in such fatal 
forms. It is not altogether clear to me that these cases, at least all of 
them, are malarial fever. Certain it is that there is a fever which 
prevails here that attacks natives and foreigners alike, and which is 
intensely fatal. 

I have not the time to do more than observe the general health con- 
ditions and can not speak except in a general way, but the question 
deserves scientific investigation at once if the United States is going to 
place troops here. 

No intelligent opinion can be formed from the statements of local prac- 
titioners, as they differ so materially and as they are based on anything 
but scientific research, rendering the statements Of no value. 

There have been no deaths from smallpox for more than six weeks; 
the last death occurred on September 10. 

The heavy rains still continue, but the temperature is much cooler. 

The city is reeking with filth, particularly along the wharves, and 
there is now an absolute disregard of all sanitary measures. 

The wharves at Eegla are covered with fcecal matter from the troops 
in the hospitals and from those soldiers occupying the sugar warehouses 
near the wharf front. 

Masters of vessels lying at these wharves have complained to this 
office of intolerable stenches emanating from the excreta of thousands 
of soldiers that is daily deposited around their vessels. 

An investigation showed the wharves to be covered with human ex- 
crement. 

The American bark Maryland reported as being badly infected with 
yellow fever left this port Wednesday afternoon. 
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Mortality of the city of Habana for the week ended Thursday, October 97, 1898. 



Cause of death. 



Total. 



Yellow fever 

Knterio fever 

Malarial fever 

Pernicious fever 

Smallpox 

Enteritis 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 

Glanders 

Starvation 

Deaths from all causes 

Deaths in military hospitals from yellow fever... 

Deaths in the city from yellow fever 

Annual ratio per 1,000 



6 

85 

94 

26 



66 

36 

50 

1 

1 

2 

523 

6 



135.95 



Very respectfully, W. F. Brtjnner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

DANISH WEST INDIES. 

Quarantine against Santos, Tampieo, and Vera Cruz. 

Copenhagen, October 20, 1898. 
SIR : I have to inform you that on the 27th ultimo the Government 
of the Danish West Indies replaced the quarantine declared against 
ships arriving from Santos, Brazil, June 9 last by sanitary inspec- 
tion; also that on the 24th ultimo the same government ordered a quar- 
antine of five days against ships arriving from Vera Cruz and Tam- 
pieo, Mexico, on account of an epidemic of yellow fever at these ports. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Latjrits S. Swenson. 
Hon. Secretary of State. 

MEXICO. 

Yellow fever at Monterey. 

Monterey, October 25, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to acquaint the Department that I have just 
sent the following telegram touching yellow fever : "Assistant Secre- 
tary of State, Washington, D. C. Yellow. Pollard." 

In this connection I beg to say that all doubt of the presence of yel- 
low fever has disappeared, physicians and the community generally 
concurring in this. It is not thought there will be an epidemic, although 
the cases thus far, it is understood, number from 40 to 50. The daily 
death rate from all diseases is very heavy. The authorities have done 
their best to keep this a secret, and if it had not been for the courage 
and independence of one physician the people would have been kept in 
the dark as to the disease. Monterey has been quarantined for some 
days by the Texan authorities. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John K. Pollard, 

Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



